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Telangana Current Affairs 2020 
KCR Apathbandhu Ambulance Scheme 
Telangana state government has launched KCR Apathbandhu Ambulance Scheme 2020-21. Under 

this scheme, unemployed youths under Most Backward Class (MBC) category will get financial 

assistance from BC Corporation.  

In the KCR Apathbandhu Scheme, 5 unemployed youth will be made into a group and these youths 

will operate an ambulance.  

The state govt. launched Telangana KCR Apathbandhu Ambulance Scheme as a pilot project.  

In this pilot phase, the state govt. provided 1 KCR Apathbandhu Ambulance for every single district 

in the state. 

After the successful implementation of pilot project, the scheme would be expanded to cover more 

jobless candidates. 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 
Telangana Aasara Pension Scheme 
Telangana state government has brought 14 more categories of specially abled people under Aasara 

Pension Scheme. Previously, the Aasra Pension Scheme beneficiary list included only 7 categories of 

persons with disabilities (PWDs).  

More than 4.9 lakh disabled people are already benefiting from the Telangana Aasara Pensions 

Scheme. 

All the beneficiaries gets pension of Rs. 3,016 per month under Aasara Pension Scheme.  

The state govt. has constituted medical boards to examine and issue disability certificates based on 

parameters and symptoms prescribed under Right of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.  

Although the center had included 14 new categories in Right of PWD Act 2016, framing of 

guidelines took a lot of time. 

Telangana Aasara Pension Scheme provides pensions to old people, widows, Goud community, 

elephantiasis patients, AIDS afflicted people, physically disabled and beedi workers. 

Telangana CM KCR Double Bedroom (2 BHK) Housing Scheme 
Telangana government’s Double Bedroom Housing Scheme is ready by March 2020. Telangana 

housing dept. announces that the two BHK dream housing project will soon come into realization as 

desired by CM KCR.  

2 BHK Housing scheme is a flagship scheme of Telangana government to provide affordable 2BHK 

houses to eligible beneficiaries in the state. 

Telangana govt. flagship programme of 2BHK housing scheme at Kollur in the city outskirts 

completed by March 2020. There are around 15,660 double bedroom flats which are being built in 

125 acres of land. 
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Nearly one lakh people will reside at this place after the completion of Double Bedroom (2 BHK) 

Housing Scheme project. 

The pattern of the housing units being constructed are in G+1 to G+9 pattern on the basis of land 

type at site of construction. The total project cost including housing plus infrastructure is around Rs 

1,354.59 crore. 

 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 

Telangana Aasara Pensions Scheme 
Telangana state government has doubled the pension amount for all beneficiaries under Aasara 

Pensions Scheme. While the pension amount of Rs. 1,000 has been raised to Rs. 2,016 for all 

categories, pension amount of Rs 1,500 given to differently-abled persons has been increased to Rs 

3,016.  

Beneficiaries under the categories of old-age, widow, weavers, toddy tappers, persons with HIV-

AIDS, beedi workers, single women, self employed artisans, hawkers, vendors engaged on petty 

business and filaria patients who are getting monthly pension of Rs 1,000 will now receive Rs 2,016 

per month.  

Similarly, differently-abled persons who are getting Rs. 1,500 per month will get a hiked pension of 

Rs 3,016 from July onward. CM KCR of Telangana has doubled Aasara pension amount for all 

category of beneficiaries. 

Currently, around 39,32,302 persons are getting benefitted under the Aasara pension scheme in 

Telangana.  

Due to revised age limit for old-age pensioners and higher pensions amount under Aasara Pensions, 

the number of beneficiaries is likely to increase by another 7 lakh. 

The state govt. is likely to bear a financial burden of Rs. 12,000 crore. For this purpose, Telangana 

govt. has already made an allocation of Rs. 12,607 crore in its budget during February 2019. 

Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme 
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Telangana government sets up to launch Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme. This is the world’s 

largest multi-stage multi-purpose lift irrigation scheme coming from the brainchild of CM K 

Chandrasekhar Rao.  

The new Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation project is expected to turn the parched and barren outback of 

Telangana into a verdant land of milk and honey.  

After solving all the inter-state disputes, obtaining all clearances and permissions, overcoming all 

obstacles strategically within a short duration of 3 years, the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project is 

constructed by the Telangana government.  

CM KCR will inaugurate the engineering marvel Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project at Medigadda 

which is moment of pride and honor for India. 

The major benefits by the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Scheme are as follows:- 

 Water is supplied for 2 crops in a year to 45 lakh acres. 

 40 TMC of water through Mission Bhagiratha to supply safe drinking water daily to each 

household. 

 Drinking water to be supplied to 1 crore population in Greater Hyderabad city daily. 

 Supply of 16 TMC of water to thousands of industries in the state for industrial usage. 

 Moreover, there is also an opportunity for Hydel power generation. 

 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 

Telangana Rythu Bandhu Scheme 
The state government of Telangana has decided to transfer amount under Rythu Bandhu Scheme 

directly into bank accounts of farmers. Now the Telangana Rythu Bandhu Scheme 2019 has been 

made online.  

The state govt. will not issue any more cheques for the farmers as it was done in the 1st & 2nd 

installments of Rythu Bandhu Yojana 2018. 

CM K Chandrashekhar Rao (KCR) said that it would be for the first time that an enhanced amount of 

Rs. 5,000 per acre per season would be distributed. Previously, CM KCR has raised the assistance 

amount from Rs. 8,000 per acre to Rs. 10,000 per acre in a single year as cash incentive. 

Now process of giving 1st installment for FY 2019 for Kharif season under Rythu Bandhu Scheme in 

Telangana would be initiated in the last week of May.  

This decision is taken in a high-level meeting chaired by CM KCR with the top officials of Agriculture 

and Finance departments recently. 

Telangana Unemployment Allowance Scheme 
Telangana state government has announced Unemployment Allowance Scheme in the Budget 2019-

20 for jobless youths. Under this scheme, the state govt. is going to provide Rs. 3,016 per month to 

all the eligible unemployed candidates.  

CM KCR govt. has proposed Rs. 1,810 crore in his vote-on-account budget to provide berojgari 

bhatta. 
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CM K Chandrasekhar Rao has also announced the launch of a new Farm Loan Waiver Scheme in 

Telangana.  

Under this new Crop Loan Waiver Scheme, govt. will waive off crop loans of farmers upto Rs. 1 lakh 

outstanding till 11 December 2018.  

For Telangana Farm Loan Waiver Scheme, the state govt. has allocated Rs. 6,000 crore. 

Assistance under Rythu Bandhu Scheme in Telangana has also increased from Rs. 4,000 per acre 

per crop per season (Rs. 8,000 p.a) to Rs. 5,000 per acre per season (Rs. 10,000 p.a). 

Telangana Plans Farm Loan Waiver Scheme 
Telangana state government has planned to start Farm Loan Waiver Scheme Second Phase worth 

Rs 24,000 crore in a phase wise manner. The timeline for this crop loan waiver scheme is yet to be 

decided and the Telangana state govt. will implement this scheme after the Lok Sabha elections. 

CM KCR announces Telangana Crop Loan Waiver Scheme in Budget 2019-2020. 

The 2nd phase of Farm Loan Waiver Scheme in Telangana is going to include all kinds of loans 

taken for agricultural purposes.  

This scheme to waive off agriculture loans of farmers will be implemented with an outlay of Rs. 

24,000 crore. As per the official reports, the state govt. is working to finalize the modalities of this 

scheme. 

On direct cash benefit transfer or Rythu Bandhu Scheme, govt. would waive off farm loans worth Rs. 

1 lakh and would increase the incentive to Rs. 10,000 per acre. 

These includes Rs. 4,000 per acre each for Kharif and Rabi seasons. CM KCR had made it clear that 

tenant farmers are not going to be included in the Rythu Bandu Scheme and they would have to be 

taken care off by the land owners. 

The state govt. is also working on finding an absolute solution on unemployment by giving 

allowances to jobless youth.  

Telangana govt. will form a policy on roads and is going to spend huge amount on development of 

existing major roads and connect every new gram panchayat with BT road. 

The state govt. would also strictly enforce new Panchayati Raj Act to ensure clean and green 

villages. Every person who is found littering, would have to pay a fine of Rs. 500. 

Telangana amended state FRBM Act 2005 
Telangana state government has promulgated an ordinance No.3 of 2020, amending the Telangana 

Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act-2005 which will enable the State to increase the 

borrowing limit by 2% to 5% from earlier 3%.  

With the new Telangana FRBM Act 2020, state government’s additional borrowing limit can go up to 

Rs 20,000 crore now, without any hassles. 

With this amendment, the Telangana State government has accepted the recent decision of the 

Central government to expand the borrowing limit of the States under FRBM Act, 2003 from 3% to 
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5% of Gross State Domestic Product allowing the States to borrow more as there is fall in state’s 

revenues due to COVID- 19 induced lockdown. 

As per ordinance, due to the shortfall in the devolution of share of Central taxes, Telangana has been 

allowed an additional borrowing of Rs 1,435 crore during 2019-20 over and above the normal fiscal 

deficit limit of 3% as a one-time special dispensation. However, due to the current crisis, the limit 

needs to be raised in FY20-21 too. 

Telangana State Chief Minister Kalvakuntla Chandrashekhar Rao had written to Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and also mentioned during the virtual conferences with the Chief Ministers 

requesting the Centre to increase the borrowing limit under the FRBM Act to 5% of the Gross State 

Domestic Product (GSDP). 

Following similar requests from several other States, the Centre has increased this borrowing limit 

on the condition of certain reforms in the State, including Ease of Doing Business. 

In case the reform is not fulfilled for the power sector, then the State can raise a loan up to 4.5% of 

GSDP this year. 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 
Telangana govt presented ₹1.82 lakh crore budget for FY21 
Telangana state government has presented Rs.1,82,914 Crore tax- free budget for the financial year 
(FY) 2020-21 in state assembly in Hyderabad. 

The state’s revenue expenditure are estimated to be Rs.1,38,669.82 crore and capital expenditure is 

to be at Rs.22,061.18 crore. It is estimated that surplus in Budget Estimates is pegged at Rs.4,482.12 

crore, while the fiscal deficit is Rs.33,191.25 crore. 

On the recommendations of the 15th Finance Commission,the state’s share in central tax devolution 

reduced from 2.437 % to 2.133 % resulting in reduction of tax devolution by an amount of Rs 2,384 

crore in 2020-21. 

An outlay of Rs 14,000 crore has been allocated for ‘Rythu Bandhu’ scheme to provide investment 

support to farmers. 

A provision of Rs 10, 000 crore allocated for Musi Purification and Musi River Front and other major 

projects in Hyderabad city. 

An allocation of ₹ 6,225 crore for loan waiver, which was promised by TRS (Telangana Rashtra 

Samithi) led Government during election. 

Municipal Administration Department was allocated ₹ 14,800 crore,the Panchayat Raj Department 

will get a share of ₹ 23,005 crore ,while the Home Department was allocated ₹ 5,852 crore. 

The state Government’s Aasara pensions scheme was allocated an amount of ₹ 11,758 crore, that 

would soon see a reduction of age limit from the present 63 years to 57 to become eligible as 

beneficiaries. 
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An outlay of ₹ 16,534 crore allocated to Scheduled Castes Special Development Fund (SCSDF) and ₹ 

9,771.27 crore for Scheduled Tribes Special Development Fund(STSDF). 

Rs 11,000 crore fund has been allocated for housing scheme, where1 lakh people will get 2 BHK 

(Bedroom, Hall & Kitchen) houses in 2021. 

The state allocated Rs 10,421 crore for school education, Rs 1,723 crore for higher education and Rs 

11,054 crore for completing pending irrigation projects. 

An amount of Rs 550 crore for police command control room & Rs 5,000 crore budget for police 

department has been made. 

Rs 14,416 crore allocated for power sector (both for completing power projects and power subsidy) 

& Rs 6,186 crore budget allocated for health department. As a result of which, 232 new basti clinics 

would be opened in Telangana. 

Telangana to set up two Data Centres under Data Centre Policy 
Amazon Web Services has planned to invest 1.5 billion USD to set up two data centres in Hyderabad. 

The private firm will be helped by the Telangana Government under its Data Centre Policy 

The private firm Amazon has set a target of 5 billion USD of global investments for the next four years. 

In 2019, the company opened 1.8 million feet office in Gachibowli, Hyderabad that can accommodate 

more than 15,000 employees. The office is the first largest building owned by Amazon outside US. 

The Government of Telangana has framed a dedicated policy for data centres. Under the policy, the 

government will provide incentives to the firms that set up data centres in the state. 

Data Centres are dedicated spaces that are used to house computer systems that are used for data 

storage purposes. A data centre that is of the size of an industry (like that to be constructed in 

Hyderabad) will consume as much electricity as that of a small town. 

‘Wings India 2020’ held at Begumpet Airport of Telangana 
Wings India 2020 was held at Begumpet Airport in Hyderabad, Telangana from March 12-15, 2020 

with theme of the event is “Flying for all”. The biennial event will be inaugurated by the Hon’ble Prime 

Minister of India, Narendra Modi in presence of Minister for Civil Aviation and Minister of State for 

Civil Aviation. 

Ministry of Civil Aviation (MCA), Federation of Indian Chambers Of Commerce And Industry (FICCI), 

Airports Authority of India (AAI) are the organizers of the event. 

The event will provide a fillip to the aviation and restructured focused forums will be instrumental 

in attaining the objective of connecting the Buyers, Sellers, Investors and other stakeholders at a 

common forum. 

The maiden edition of “WINGS INDIA AWARDS” for Excellence in the Civil Aviation Sector will be  

announced during the event. The award will be conferred upon the Aviation-related 

Companies/Institutions/Organizations. 

Monitoring Cell opened under Mission Bhagiratha in Telangana 
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A dedicated monitoring cell was opened under Mission Bhagiratha to invite grievances and issues of 

supply of drinking water with the aim of the cell to get prepared to address water scarcity of summer. 

The cell constituted will record complaints and redress them without any delays. 

The Mission Bhagiratha is a safe drinking water project that was launched for the state of Telangana. 

It aims to provide drinking water to every village and city household.  

It will supply clean drinking water from the rivers Krishna and Godavari. 

Though the mission is named “Bhagirathi”, it does not denote the river. According to hindu culture 

Bhagiratha, is an Indian king who brought the holy river Ganga to the earth. 

River Bhagirathi does not flow in Telangana. It flows through Uttarkhand state. It is the source stream 

of the Ganges. 

Telangana Police launch ‘CybHER’ to Tackle Cyber Crime against Women & Children 
Telangana Police launched ‘CybHER’, a month-long virtual awareness campaign to make cyberspace 

safe for women and children. The campaign is organised by WSW in collaboration with Legal Aid 

Centre, Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad. 

Cyber Expert Rakshit Tandon, will lead the campaign. 

To tackle cyberattacks in the midst of social isolation due to the coronavirus pandemic by offering 

proactive measures to stay safe in the digital world. 

To create an interactive and informative platform for a healthy discussion on cyber safety. 

The campaign covers a wide range of themes related to cyber safety. 

It will be held on multiple online platforms, including Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, YouTub and 

other mediums. 

Nagoba Jatara festival celebrated in Telangana 
Nagoba Jatara tribal festival was celebrated in Keslapur village, Indervelly Mandal, Adilabad district 

of Telangana. It is the 2nd biggest tribal carnival which is celebrated by the tribal people from 

Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Orissa, Karnataka, Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh belonging to the 

Mesaram clan of of Gond tribes. 

The event concluded with a ceremony called ‘bheting’, which new brides entered into a family were 

incorporated into the clan. 

The serpent god Nagoba is the clan god of the Mesrams and is worshipped annually during the 

Nagoba Jatara festival. 

The Gusadi Dance performance by dancers from the Gond tribe is the main attraction during the 

celebration. 

IIT-H collaborated with NVIDIA to establish India’s 1st NVIDIA AI Technology Centre 
Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad collaborates with NVIDIA to establish India’s first NVIDIA 

Artificial Intelligence Technology Centre (NVAITC) to speed up the research work on AI and its 

commercial purpose. 
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The collaboration focuses on improvising AI research in the aspects of agriculture, smart cities and 

language understanding. 

This collaboration will aid to find innovative solutions to the unique Indian challenges and to real-

world challenges.  

The projects to be taken up include: Increasing crop yields using AI algorithms and applying AI-based 

solutions to support safe transportation systems and better ways to manage traffic among others. 

The association will also strengthen the strong AI capabilities built by IIT-H, including India’s 1st 

B.Tech in AI programme. 

Telangana topped in best performing state in sustainable growth 
Telangana has emergered as Number 1 state in the ‘Decent work and economic growth’ category with 

the score of 82 on Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) India index in 2019. However, in overall 

Telangana ranked 3rd after Kerala & Himachal Pradesh. 

Telangana was followed by states of Andhra Pradesh (AP) and Karnataka together with a score of 72. 

This ranking is according to UNDP & NITI (National Institution for Transforming India) Aayog 

statistics, which was released on December 31, 2019. 

There are a total of 17 SDG listed & telangana has witnessed a dramatic improvement in many of 

them in just one year (8 out of 17 SDGs). Telangana also moved from the ‘Performer’ category (50 – 

64 points) to ‘Front Runner’ category (65 – 99 points). 

In terms of Decent work and Economic Growth,Telangana has improved 82 % in the year 2019 while 

it has improved 75 % in the year 2018. 

In the field of Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure Telangana has improved to 61 % from 16 %. 

In sustainable cities and communities, it improved to 62 % from 44 %. It also made a huge leap in 

improvement are Clean Water and Sanitation, moving up from 55 per % to 84 %. In affordable and 

clean energy, it posted 93 % performance against 63 % earlier. 

Also in Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions, it has moved from 66 to 77 in one year. Only the target 

for No poverty still remains the same with 52 % on both the years. But there is a decrement in literacy 

and Health sectors. 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 
Prakash Javadekar virtually launched piloting of National Transit Pass System 

(NTPS); undertaken in MP & Telangana 

Centre launched the piloting of the National Transit Pass System (NTPS) from Indira Paryavaran 

Bhawan in New Delhi, as another step towards Digital India Movement. The pilot project will be 

functional in Madhya Pradesh and Telangana, and by this Diwali it will be operational in pan India. 

NTPS will replace manual paper-based transit system by online transit system enabling ease of 

movement of timber, bamboo and other minor forest produce. 
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In this regard, people can apply and receive e-Passes for transit of forest produce from mobile 

application without physically going to forest department offices. 

The transit of timber, bamboo and other forest produce is governed by various state specific rules 

and regulations. Though state governments have exempted many species from requirements of 

transit permits, however many species still require transit pass (TP).  

Also, a species exempted in one state, may not be exempted in other states and transit of such species 

in another state requires transit pass. 

Therefore, this newly launched system will save time and energy of individuals with seamless 

movement of forest produce across India thereby enhancing the income of rural people. 

Antahpragnya festival 2020 held in telangana 
Antahpragnya, India’s biggest rural technical festival was held in Rajiv Gandhi University of 

knowledge Technologies (RGUKT), Basar, Nirmal district. The festival was held for 3 days from 31st 

January to February 1,2020. The theme for the year 2020 was “Spot and encourage rural tech 

innovators”. 

The festival displays 300 prototypes, working models, exhibits technologies such as automatic switch 

for water, homemade electricity, smoke absorber, automatic street lighting system, smart dustbins, 

zero budget farming, automatic irrigation etc., 

RGUKT was the first institute to implement Block-chain Technology. 

RGUKT will soon enter an MoU with Transcend Adventure to include Adventure Curriculum in the 

University for trekking Mount Everest. 

The team of Antahpragnya in collaboration with SSERD (Society for Space Education, Research and 

Development) organized an Astrospace camp which aimed to create awareness about the exciting 

career in space. 

The other events of this function are Agri Championship, Ideal village and Science festival. 

IIT-H finds molecule to cure rare ALS neurodegenerative disease 

Indian Institute of Technology- Hyderabad had found a molecule called “AIM-4” that can help in the 

treatment of rare neurodegenerative disease called “Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis” known as “Lou 

Gehrig’s disease”. 

ALS is a neurodegenerative disorder that severely affects voluntary movement of muscles & leads to 

paralysis and death. ALS occurs due to changes in specific genes & caused by factors such as smoking, 

exposure to toxins, metals and pesticides. 

ALS is caused by alterations in genes that code for a critical protein called TDP-43. The gene alteration 

modifies the protein which results in liquid-liquid phase separation, causes proteins to be deposited 

on nerve cells called neurodegeneration. 

The TARDP gene provides instructions for making a protein called Transactive response DNA binding 

Protein 43 (TDP-43). TDP-43 protein is involved in processing molecules called messenger 

Ribonucleic Acid (mRNA), which serve as the genetic blueprints for making proteins. 
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AIM-4 prevents liquid-liquid phase separation of proteins & also deposition of protein on neurons. 

The scientists of this research was led by Basant Kumar Patel, Sandeep Singh & Rajakumara Eerappa, 

from Department of Biotechnology, IIT-H, & Ganesan Prabushankar from the Department of 

Chemistry and the result of the research was published on International Journal of Biological 

Macromolecules. 

Ultrafast laser surface texturing technology to improve the fuel efficiency of IC engines 
International Advanced Centre for Powder Metallurgy & New Materials, Hyderabad which functions 

as a grants-in-aid institution of the Government of India’s Department of Science & Technology has 

developed ‘ultrafast laser surface texturing technology’, which can enhance the efficiency of fuel in 

internal combustion (IC) engines by reducing friction. 

By using this technology, the friction of the engines has been reduced by controlling the size, density 
and shape of the micro-surface texture features, which are created by using a pulsating laser beam. 

On the surface of the materials, the pulsating beam creates micro-dimples of 10-20 μm diameter with 

about 5-10 μm deep, grooves and cross-hatches which in turn trap wear debris that usually increases 

friction.  

It has been done under dry sliding conditions to provide better oil supply (lubricant reservoir) which 

can lower friction coefficients and reduce the wear rate. 

The textures were developed on components of automotive internal combustion engine such as 

piston rings and cylinder liners using 100 fs pulse duration laser & the trail run has been undertaken 

at the ARCI lab under different speeds and also at different temperatures of lubrication oil and 

coolant 

Hyderabad Metro Rail became Country’s 2nd Largest Operational Metro Project 
Telangana CM flagged off new Metro line from Jubilee Bus Station to Mahatma Gandhi Bus Station 

connecting twin cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad, and the stretch covering of 11-kms becomes 

India’s 2nd largest Metro Rail Network of total operational distance of 69.2kms, only next to Delhi 

Metro Rail Network having an operational distance of 231kms. 

The New 11kms Corridor II Green Line Metro rail stretch consists of 9 stations is expected to reduce 

the travel time to 16minutes from one end to another while it takes 45 minutes by road. 

Hyderabad Metro Metro Rail Project is constructed by LARSEN & TOUBRO and it becomes the world’s 

largest Public- Private partnership project with a total cost of Rs. 20,000 crores, and the Mahatma 

Gandhi bus stand interchange Metro Station is one of the largest Metro Station in the Country built 

with over 3lakhs square feet.  

Karnataka’s Namma Metro rail network is India’s 3rd largest network of operational distance of 

42.3kms. 

Telangana Issued Ordinance to Defer Payment of Employees, Pensioners 
Telangana state Government has promulgated the Telangana Disaster and Public Health Emergency 

(Special Provisions) Ordinance 2020 which allowed it to defer salaries and pensions of its employees, 

pensioner, institution, any person and other dues in the event of disaster and public health 

emergency in the State. 
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The ordinance, promulgated by Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan, considered effective from 24 

March 2020 & will be in force for six months. 

It enables the government to defer payment of government employees to the extent not exceeding 

half (50 %) the total monthly payment.  

While, All India Service officers’ salaries have been cut by 60%. Similarly, elected representatives 

including CM, ministers, MLAs, MLCs and even local bodies representatives such as mayors have seen 

a 75% cut. 

The state government implemented the pay cut decision for government employees in the last week 

of March 2020 in view of declining revenue during the lockdown. 

Click here for Current Affairs PDF 
Paytm and Hyderabad Metro tied up for QR-based tickets 
Hyderabad Metro Rail Limited in partnership with Paytm has launched a QR-code- based metro 

ticketing system at Rasoolpura metro station Hyderabad. 

This system will help people book digital tickets easily and it also reduces the ticket congestion at the 

ticket counters. It also provides a hassle-free journey to the customers. 

Hyderabad Metro Rail Limited (HMRL) will introduce two more trains between Ameerpet and 

Raidurgam route. 

17th edition of Bio Asia 2020 held in Hyderabad 
The 17th edition of Bio Asia 2020, Asia’s largest Biotechnology and Life Sciences Forum with the 

theme of ‘Today for Tomorrow’ has commenced in Hyderabad, Telangana. 

Switzerland is the partner Country for 2020 as part of the annual tradition & around 40-member 

team comprising industries, academia and start-ups from Switzerland participated in this event. 

Assam, Kerala, Odisha and Gujarat were the partner states. 

It is being organized by Government of Telangana, Federation of Asian Biotech Associations (FABA) 

with event partners Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSME), Telangana State 

Industrial Infrastructure Corporation(TSIIC), Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 

Trade(DPIIT). 

It saw the participation of around 2,000 delegates from 37 countries, about 800 companies deputing 

their senior officials, most famous personalities and industry stalwarts from life sciences sectors 

across the globe. 

The event will also set to host the largest exhibition with participation of about 175 exhibitors & will 

also feature “Start-up Stage” with about 75 shortlisted start-ups from India, Switzerland, Germany, 

Australia and UK based on the innovativeness of the product or solution, development stage and 

market readiness. 

Switzerland is making innovations in the world of medical healthcare and that many pharmaceutical 

companies have emerged as the center of Switzerland. While the city of Hyderabad has become a hub 
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in the field of health tech and will be introduced to the Switzerland Health Tech Ecosystem through 

the Bio Asia Summit. 

Telangana inaugurated Kondapochamma Sagar project 
Chief Minister of Telangana inaugurated the Lift Irrigation Project(KLIP), the last and vital 

Markbook pump house on May 29 2020. 

Kaleeshwaram project is estimated to be around Rs One lakh crore and is divided into different 

packages to lift the water from Godavari river. 

The KLIP project entails an estimate cost of Rs 3,500 crore. 

It has a storage capacity of 15 TMC or tmcft (one thousand million cubic feet). 

It will irrigate 2.85 lakh acres in Siddipet, Sangareddy, Medak, Yadadri-Bhongiri and Medchal 

Malkajgiri districts. Note: Companies such as BHEL, Aandriz, Zylum ABB, Cropmton Greeves, VEGG 

etc. have also contributed to the performance of the project. 

ARCI- Hyderabad developed ‘solar receiver tube technology’ for industrial process heat 
Scientists at the International Advanced Research Centre for Powder Metallurgy and New 

Materials, Hyderabad has developed a cost-effective ‘solar receiver tube technology’ that absorbs 

solar radiation and converts it into heat for the targeted applications, especially in industries. 

ARCI has filed 2 patent applications for this technology, and also inked an MoU(Memorandum of 

understanding) with Greenera Energy India Private Limited for technology transfer, that aims to 

develop the solar receiver tube for wider market absorption. 

The solar receiver tube, which has a high corrosion resistance, functions based on the Concentrating 

Solar Thermal (CST) that provides a better solution to handle the demands on industrial process heat 

(≤ 250 °C). 

The receiver tube has the capability of 93% absorption, 14% emittance & has better thermal stability 

as well. The trial of absorber coating has been made successfully for heat gain and heat loss studies 

in a testing facility established at ARCI. 

Telangana CM recommended the implementation of Helicopter Money 
A term “helicopter money” landed on the internet surface while formulating strategies to curb the 

adverse impact of COVID-19. In India, this term has been used by Telangana Chief Minister 

Kalvakuntla Chandrashekhar Rao during a video-conference with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

In order to deal with the financial crisis powered by COVID-19, the Telangana CM has recommended 

that RBI should implement ‘helicopter money’ by way of quantitative easing (QE) policy. QE followed 

all over the world, is the only way to deal with the situation. 

He also suggested releasing 5% funds from Gross Domestic Product (GDP) to improve money 

circulation in the system and boost the economy. 

Government should increase the FRBM (Fiscal Responsibility and Budgetary Management) limit to 

5% from the existing 3%. 

A task force should be created with the PM as chairman and cabinet ministers as members to draft 

an action plan on helping farmers. 
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IIT-Hyderabad developed low-cost ventilator called ‘Jeevan Lite’ 
Aerobiosys Innovations Private Limited, a start-up incubated at The Center for Healthcare 

Entrepreneurship in the Indian Institute of Technology-Hyderabad has designed a low cost portable 

emergency ventilator called ‘Jeevan Lite’.  

Aerobiosys has gone one step ahead by providing personal protection to the healthcare providers 

through IoT-enabled monitoring. 

Jeevan Lite with internet access can be run through the mobile app. Apart from this, it will also run 

on the battery for up to 5 hours so that the patient does not have any discomfort during the power 

cut. 

Every breath of the patient will be recorded and will reach the doctor operating it from the app to 

enable telemedicine support. This device can also be connected to an oxygen cylinder and can operate 
on its own in ambient air. 

After receiving the certification for the device, Aerobiosys will produce 50 to 70 portable ventilators 

daily. The price of this product has been fixed at Rs 1 lakh & the design for manufacturing of the 

device will be delivered by first week of April 2020. 

Telangana deployed India’s first automated ‘Covid-19 Monitoring System’ app 
Telangana government deployed India’s first automated “COVID- 19 Monitoring System Application” 

developed by startup Vera Smart Healthcare and launched by Telangana Director of Public Health Dr 

G Srinivas Rao. 

The objective of this app is to identify patients, undertake live surveillance, track, monitor and to 

provide real-time analytics to the Chief Minister and state health department. 

The system empowers each health caller to handle more than 1500 calls, and have a simple chatbot 

interaction every day with a patient to ensure that the symptomatic or confirmed positive or 

quarantined person is under treatment. 

The app’s technology is based on the internet of things (IOT), GPS (Global Positioning System) and 

geo-tagging, to ensure that the person doesn’t breach the law of quarantine. 

District Medical and health officers in-charge can use the app to take the stock of the situation in his 

or her respective district. 

The accurate information will be sent to the authorities even if there is a breach and a detailed report 

reaches the CMO (Chief Medical Officer) through various updaters like the ASHA (accredited social 

health activist), worker, doctor, police & concerned bureaucrat. 

Centre approved funds for Implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission in Telangana 
The Union government has allocated Rs 412.19 Crore for the effective implementation of Jal Jeevan 

Mission in Telangana for FY 2020-21. The funding has been increased in comparison in FY19-20 

when it was Rs 259.14 Cr. 

Thus, with an opening balance of Rs 30.89 Crore along with this year’s allocation, Telangana has 

assured availability of Rs 443.29 Crore under JJM as Central funds. 
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Though the state has not presented the Annual Action Plan (AAP) (2020-21), the Centre is hopeful 

that the state will provide 100% tap connections to all rural households in the year 2020-21 itself 

and become the first State to achieve the feat of ‘Har Ghar Jal Rajya’. 

JJM aims to enable every rural household to have assured availability of potable water at a service 

level of 55 litres per capita per day (lpcd) on a regular and long-term basis.  

As a mission target, all states are presenting their implementation plans to the National level 

Committee headed by Secretary, Department of Drinking Water & Sanitation, Govt. of India for 

approval. 

The estimated outlay of the mission is Rs 3.60 Lakh Crore with Central and State share of Rs. 2.08 

Lakh Crore and Rs.1.52 Lakh Crore respectively. 
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